"From the San to the Don"?
Reconfirming Ukraine's territorial
borders after 1991

URIS Ringvorlesung «Geschichte der Ukraine seit 1991»
Prof. Dr. Olena Palko



"We emphasize once
again: Ukraine will be
ready for one or
another format of
diplomacy when we are
really on our borders.
On our real borders in

_; A " e accordance with

Russian invasion of u At 4 i ; ‘ = e international Iaw,”

Ukraine
24 February 2022 - present

. [} Ukraine

Wt g = Volodymyr Zelensky,
0 e T 01.07.2023

. Recaptured Ukrainian territory

Current frontlines
Frontlines at the start of the invasion

Russian and separatist advances
Ukrainian advances

n Contested cities

F ‘ ' . . ¥
[YYVY-MM.DD} Date captured h:x:”»::‘v L4
e —
0 20 40 80 120 160 200 240  280km Source: WikiCommons
[N\



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_invasion_of_Ukraine

Legal definition of borders

* Declaration of State Sovereignty of Ukraine (16.07.1990)

Article 5 “Territorial Supremacy”: “The territory of the Ukrainian SSR within its existing
boundaries is inviolable and cannot be changed or used without its consent”

e Law on the Succession of Ukraine (12.08.1991)

Article 5: “the state border of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (...) as of 15 July
1990 was the state border of Ukraine”

* The Act of Declaration of Independence of Ukraine (24.08.1991)
“The territory of Ukraine as indivisible and inviolable”



International recognition of borders

1. Delimitation
2. Signing of a bilateral treaty
3. Ratification by both parliaments

4. Preservation by the UN Secretary General

....... Demarcation on the ground
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https://www.un.org/geospatial/content/ukraine

Ukraine’s border:
6,992.98 km

Switzerland: 1,935 km
Germany: 3,767 km

Russia: 22,407 km

Source: Ukraine.ua



https://ukraine.ua/faq/how-big-is-ukraine/

Poland

Length: 535 km

Source: ukrayina.pl
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https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b9/Border_changes_in_history_of_Poland.png

Polish People's
Republic

Polish-Soviet Map of the border adjustment in 1951. The

Territorial exchange . .. .
February 15, 1951 territory ceded by Poland is in red, territory

was ceded o the USSR ceded by USSR is in pink.

Soviet territory that was
ceded to Poland

Ukrainian
Soviet
Socialist
Republic
(U.S.S.R.)

Poland

e,
S -\‘/\"—\J_ . .
s v}wr_nfvﬁhuf\\ Source: WikiCommons
/

N

—~



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1951_Polish%E2%80%93Soviet_territorial_exchange
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Hungary

Length: 136,7 km
Ratified on 16.06.1993
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Transcarpathia

Carpatho-Ukraine within the
Czechoslovak Republic (1918-1940)
15 March 1939 — independence of
Carpatho-Ukraine

Hungarian Occupation in 1939-44
Zakarpats’ka Ukraina, 1944-45

Part of the UkrSSR since 1945




Romania

Length: 613.8 km

Ratified 12.05.2004

Source: WikiCommons



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_invasion_of_Ukraine

Occupation o
Romania during WW?2
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soviet_occupation_of_Bessarabia_and_Northern_Bukovina
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maritime_Delimitation_in_the_Black_Sea_case
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https://postmark.ukrposhta.ua/index.php?route=product/product&product_id=311
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https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a1/Soviet_Union_Administrative_Divisions_1989.jpg
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https://www.dw.com/en/ukraine-updates-july-10/live-66170700
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belarusian_involvement_in_the_Russian_invasion_of_Ukraine
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https://i.lb.ua/014/20/5d76385321418.jpeg
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https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Map_of_Ukraine_for_Paris_Peace_Conference.jpg
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BEPXOBHOIO COBETA

COI03A COBETCKKMX COUMAAUCTUYECKUX PECIYBAUK

9 mapra 1954 r. Ne 4 (798) Fox uspanus 17-i

YKA3 IMPE3UAWYMA BEPXORHOI'O COBETA CCCP

O nepepaye Kpbimcko# o6Gaacté u3 cocrasa PCO®CP
B cocras YCCP

YuurbiBass OOUHOCTL SKOHOMHKH, TEPPHTOPHAJIbHYIO OAN30CTH H TCCHbLIC
X03ANCTBEHHLIC H KYAbTYpHbic CBA3H Mexay Kpeimckoit oGaacTbio n YKpaun-
ckoit CCP, IMpesuanym Bepxosnoro Copera Corosa Coserckux Counanncri-
yeckux PecnyOJIHK noCTanoBAsIeT:

YrBepauts cosMecTHoe npeacrasiense Ipesunnyma Bepxoshoro Cosera
PCOCP u Ilpesunuyma Bepxoshoro Coeera YCCP o nepenaue Kpuimckoii
obGnactu M3 cocrasa Poccuiickoni Coserckoit ®epeparnsioit Counanucriye-
ckoit PecnyGaiiku B cocrap Ykpauuckoir Coserckoit CounanucTHyeckoil
PecnyGanky.

NMpencenareas Npesuanyma Bepxosroro Cosera CCCP K. BOPOLUHJIOB,
Cexperaps [lpesavanyma Bepxopsorg Cosera CCCP H. MEIOB.

Mocksa, Kpexan. 19 ¢espansa 1954 r.


https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/b/b1/The_transfer_of_Crimea.jpg/800px-The_transfer_of_Crimea.jpg
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https://static.ukrinform.com/photos/2021_08/thumb_files/630_360_1627904070-730.jpg

Independent Ukraine,
1991.

Source: Ukrinform


https://static.ukrinform.com/photos/2020_12/thumb_files/630_360_1606773957-797.jpg
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Presidents Boris Yeltsin and
Leonid Kuchma signing the
“Wide-Ranging Friendship

Treaty.” Kyiv, 13 May 1997.

Source:


http://euromaidanpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/F8D8EA80-86CB-44B2-A5C8-658DDEE619B4_cx0_cy6_cw0_w1023_r1_s.jpg

Signing of the “Kharkiv Accords”, 2010

Source:
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The Tuzla crisis, 2003

1308CKO0¢€ .

Unbu

1eCh HackinawT
PEXKWIOMETPOBYX

DTOPan BOCCOQ{D!M ‘ .
et POCCMH Satellite photo of the Strait of Kerch and

' puoe MO the Crimean Bridge, with Tuzla Island at
pe center

Source:
Source:
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MAKING

Palko, O. and Ardeleanu, C. (eds.)
(2022) Making Ukraine
Negotiating, Contesting, and
Drawing the Borders in the
Twentieth Century. Montreal:
McGill-Queen’s University Press.



Leonid Osovalyuk

“Here is an example from the early 2000s. Sumy Oblast borders with Bryansk Oblast.
Farming and vegetable growing are developed in the border area of Sumy region, while in
Bryansk region there are abandoned lands. The chairmen informally agreed: | will send
cattle to your plot to graze, OK? The next summer there were already farms there... This is
a real case when a whole Ukrainian cattle-breeding complex ended up on Russian territory.
Houses for service personnel were being built nearby. But when the working groups agreed
where to draw the border, the Russians lifted the archives. Overnight, they took away
hundreds of cattle and tractors from the peasants and expelled the Ukrainian staff. And we

were forced to admit: yes, a violation, we are starting over.”

Source: Novayagazeta.eu



https://novayagazeta.eu/articles/2023/08/10/nado-govorit-o-vykhode-na-granitsy-ukrainy-ne-1991-go-a-2003-goda
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https://www.pravda.com.ua/articles/2017/08/15/7152154/

"Project Wall” (since 2014

Source: Focus.ua


https://focus.ua/uk/voennye-novosti/529025-ukrainskie-voennye-nashli-stenu-yacenyuka-na-granice-s-rossiey-video

Vladimir Putin, 21 February 2022

“This process started practically right after the 1917 revolution, and Lenin and his associates
did it in a way that was extremely harsh on Russia — by separating, severing what is
historically Russian land. Nobody asked the millions of people living there what they thought.

Then, both before and after the Great Patriotic War, Stalin incorporated in the USSR and
transferred to Ukraine some lands that previously belonged to Poland, Romania and Hungary.
In the process, he gave Poland part of what was traditionally German land as compensation,
and in 1954, Khrushchev took Crimea away from Russia for some reason and also gave it to
Ukraine. In effect, this is how the territory of modern Ukraine was formed.”

Source: Kremlin.ru


http://en.kremlin.ru/events/president/transcripts/67828
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Source: Bigthink.com



https://bigthink.com/strange-maps/ukraine-lenin-putin/

Signing of treaties on accession

of Donetsk and Lugansk people's
republics and Zaporozhye and Kherson
regions to Russia, September 30, 2022

From left to right: Head of the Kherson Region
Vladimir Saldo, Head of the Zaporozhye Region
Yevgeny Balitsky, Russian President Vladimir
Putin, Head of the Donetsk People's Republic
Denis Pushylin, Head of the Lugansk People's

Republic Leonid Pasechnik.
Photo: Grigoriy Sisoev, RIA Novosti


http://en.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/69465
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